
The New Voting Procedures of 2011 
 
I heard that we won’t be voting like past years. How 
will voting work this year? 
 
As of June 14, there are 10 declared candidates running 
for the co-op board. There are 7 seats on the board. 
Shareholders will be able to vote for up to 7 candidates. 
In other words, shareholders can vote for up to 7 
candidates or for only one. The LOVV believes that 
voting for more than 7 candidates may result in a 
disqualified ballot. Each of the candidates you vote for 
will receive the total number of shares that you own.  
 
For example, if you own 400 shares, the candidate(s) 
you select will receive 400 shares each. In other words, this year you can no longer 
“load” a percentage of your total shares (which in previous years were calculated as 
number of shares you own x 7) onto one or across several candidates (what we called 
“weighted” or “cumulative” voting”)1. In 2011, each person you vote for will get the exact 
number of shares you own. As in the past, apartments with more shares (3-4 bedrooms) 
could potentially have a greater impact on the outcome than apartments with fewer 
shares (1-2 bedrooms), although there are fewer larger apartments than there are 
medium and small apartments. 
 
I still don’t get it. Give me some examples 
 
Let’s say that shareholder Ben has 400 shares. His neighbor Betty has 600 shares and 
his neighbor Sam has 800 shares. There were nine candidates on the ballot. Here’s how 
Ben, Betty, and Sam decided to vote and the result: 
 

 Candidates Ben (400) Betty (600) Sam (800) Results

1 Wiley Coyote 400             600             800       1,800  

2 Woody Woodpecker 400             600       1,000  

3 Elmer Fudd              600          600  

4 Road Runner 400           400  

5 Daffy Duck 400              400  

6 Pepe Le Pew 400              400  

7 Bugs Bunny 400           400  

8 Donald Duck 400           400  

9 Tweety Bird               

10 Tasmanian Devil     

 
The top three vote getters were Wiley Coyote (1,800), Woody Woodpecker (1,000), and 
Elmer Fudd (600). Ben voted for 7 candidates and got two in the top three. Betty voted 

                                                 
1 For more on cumulative voting, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cumulative_voting.  
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for 3 candidates and got all three in the top tier. Sam voted for only one candidate—
Wiley Coyote—and Wiley came in first place. Everyone voted for Wiley, even if they 
voted for others also. 
 
How many candidates should I vote for? Can I vote for only one? 
You can vote for one candidate or as many of the candidates as you wish, up to 7.If you 
vote for more that 7 candidates, your ballot will probably be disqualified. This year, the 
Investor held 2 of the 7 seats (he controls 79 apartments2).  
 
When’s the election? 
Monday, June 20th, 2011 at 7pm at the Village Community School. Mark your calendars! 
 
Darn! I missed my calling and want to run for the Board! Is it too late? 
Nope, you can still get someone to nominate you (or nominate yourself) the night of the 
shareholder meeting which will be held the night of the election. You just won’t be able to 
participate in the official meet and greet on June 14th.  
 
What’s a proxy? 
When you sign over your proxy to someone, you give them the right to vote on your 
behalf. You can give them your proxy and specify how you’d like them to vote, or you 
can leave it to them to decide. If you change your mind, you can always nullify a proxy 
you’ve given someone by giving someone else your proxy at a later date or showing up 
to vote in person on voting night.  
 
Why give someone your proxy? 
There are several reasons for giving your proxy to someone: a) you know who you want 
to vote for but you won’t be able to attend the actual election so you ask a trusted 
neighbor to vote on your behalf; b) you want to support a candidate or a group of 
candidates’ efforts to get on the co-op Board so you give them your proxy to help them 
plan their campaign better and get a majority on the board. You can also specify (on the 
proxy form) candidates you do NOT want your proxy to vote for. 
 
Do I have to give someone my proxy? What if they ask really nicely? 
No you don’t have to unless you want to. But if you can’t attend election night, giving 
someone you trust your proxy to carry out your wishes is the only way to ensure that 
your voice will be heard. WVH doesn’t allow for absentee ballots. Allowing that would 
require action by the board. Historically, 1 in 4 shareholders have not voted in our 
community elections. This means that less than 50% of WVH shareholders get to decide 
who leads them. If you’re not able to attend voting night, give your proxy to someone to 
make sure that the co-op Board reflects our broadest possible community.  
 
Are there term limits for the board? 
Nope, board members can run and serve for as many terms as they want. Changing that 
would require action by the board.  

 

 
2 Down by the Riverside, WVH Newsletter (June 2011). 


