
HOUSE COMMITTEE MEETING 
March 18, 2010 

 
The meeting started with a question from Nancy Italia regarding the flooding issue after 
the storms of last week.   Gail Davis stated that no apartments reported any flooding since 
the valves have been put in place.  There was one problem with a clogged drain on West 
Street. 
 
AGENDA TOPICS 
 
1) SMOKING LETTER 
Nancy suggested that a line should be included in the letter about smoking below open 
windows.  Katy Bordonaro has not had an opportunity to present this letter to the lawyer 
Carol Uhle but will in the near future. 
 
2) COMMERCIAL SPACE AWNINGS 
Debbie Barall will follow up to price out new commercial tenant awnings and their 
installation.  Jim Bozart said he thought they would cost approximately $1,500 - $2,000 
installed (each).  Debbie will follow up on this issue and get a price from the company 
who installed the ones over the buildings.  The awnings would also provide signage so 
the commercial spaces would have their present signage taken away. The co-op would 
pay for awnings.  The co-op would also be the one to decide on the colors—including 
deciding on consistency with existing awning colors. Jim suggested that when the 
commercial tenants’ leases expire that a line be added to these agreements stipulating that 
payment for awnings is a mandatory lessee expense.  Leases are not scheduled for 
renewal for five years on average. 
 
3) ECO-FRIENDLY PAINT 
Daniel Smith reported that the paint company Benjamin Moore now has a product called 
Advance that will be test marketed in NYC this spring.  At the moment it is only 
available in a high gloss finish, which is what we would need for stairwell doors and 
railings.   This paint would be used as an alternative to the oil-based paint presently used 
which emits unhealthy fumes and has a lingering odor.  Daniel will send specs to Gail 
who will test the product on a couple of fire doors in the complex. 
 
Katy stated that the interior design firm hired by the Board presented its latest ideas for 
the redesign of the interior stairwells of the buildings. A sample of the paint treatment 
that addresses concerns the Board brought up has been installed in one of the common 
stairwells.   
 
4) RENOVATON ISSUES AND TOXIC ODORS 
Patti Rogoff was not present to discuss this issue but two other tenants from the affected 
Bank St. building, Tatania Carayannis and Maureen Burnley, attended the meeting to fill 
us in and to discuss possible solutions for improved communication and emergency 
access.  During the renovation of a 1st floor apartment, the floors were polyurethaned and 
toxic odors permeated the building causing many complaints and health problems.   



 
The committee identified the following construction issues: 
• Protocol on work done in apartments that may affect neighbors.  Guidelines exist, but 

suggestions were made to have stricter written guidelines that are better enforced to 
ensure contractors’ adherence.  Specific verbiage should be included about “fumes and 
odors.” 

• Notification to residents of the building regarding noise abatement and use of 
hazardous and/or toxic materials.  If proper and advance notice is given, then other 
building tenants have the opportunity to decide if they need to leave the building 
during particular stages of the neighboring apartment. 

• Possibility of co-op board mandate stipulating the use of non-toxic materials in all 
apartment renovations.  Where such materials are unavailable or not feasible, special 
dispensation may be granted, but prior, express permission would be required. 

 
The committee also identified the need for a clear and reliable protocol for after-hours 
emergencies:   
• After a heated discussion, it was agreed that Gail will personally follow up on any 

emergency the very next business day.  This will guard against hearsay about what has 
happened and will insure that tenants are afforded the opportunity to speak directly 
with the property manager. 

• No changes to the Douglas Elliman, WVH security or resident staff protocols have 
been coordinated at this time. 

 
5) CLEANING CONTRACTORS ON WEEKENDS 
If in exceptional and rare circumstances a resident has to have a cleaning company 
working in their apartment over the weekend, they must notify neighbors of the time, 
duration and type of disturbance that is scheduled.  The committee maintained that every 
effort should be made to schedule all noisy apartment work during regular business hours 
as required by co-op rules. 
 
6) SPRING SIDEWALK SALE/FAIR 
The date will be either the 12th or 19th of June.  Suzanne Rubin requested that the 
members should talk this up, as it is a great way to meet your neighbors both within 
WVH and in the neighborhood.  Not only is it fun but you make money as well.  Not 
enough residents of WVH take this opportunity to clean out unwanted items. 
 
7) GARDEN COMMITTEE REPORT 
The Garden Committee has not had any meetings since the previous HC meeting. 
 
8) ENERGY COMMITTEE REPORT 
Debbie is going to their next meeting and will give us a report at our next meeting. Katy 
said that she knows of two topics on their agenda: (1) an energy fair and (2) buying 
electricity in bulk from other producers. Margaret O’Connor suggested that shareholders 
would appreciate a solution to the drafty windows (amen!).  Robin Harvey made a 
suggestion about the City Quiet windows, which has cut down on external noise and has 
reduced draft problems in her apartment.  She credits these windows for her low energy 



bill.  Katy said a simple fix for decreasing drafts is small pieces of plastic which are 
placed along the windows.  These ideas will all be part of the Energy Fair…. 
 
9) ELEVATOR COMMITTEE REPORT 
An engineer will be hired to do a study on an alternative way of putting elevators in the 
buildings. 
 
10) VERTICAL GARDENS/WINDOW BOXES 
Margaret proposed doing vertical gardens on the exterior of the buildings to break up the 
endless brick that gives the WVH a look reminiscent of unsightly large project 
developments. At the next meeting Margaret will discuss this issue in depth, including 
costs, payment and maintenance. Combined with this will be a discussion of the purchase 
of common area benches and window box installation. 
 
 
The next House Committee meeting will be held on Monday, April 12th. 
 


